By E. G. GRAHAM LITTLE, M.D. THE patient, a female, has a lupoid infection of the skin, which came on after electrolysis for removal of superfluous hair by a lay operator in the Midlands. The first effect was very good. Dr. Dorothy Summers, of Leeds, wrote to me about it, and she says no scarring followed the treatment. Two years later, the patient began to show these red areas, and she has been treated by local doctors for rosacea for some months. I saw her a few weeks later, and I think there is now no doubt that the condition is tuberculous. How far the electrolysis is responsible for it I do not know; I have never met with a case in which electrolysis has been responsible for a tuberculous infection.
Case of Traumatic Alopecia.
THE patient, a man, aged 25, came under observation with an ordinary form of impetigo: the condition of the scalp for which he is now shown was then noticed. It first appeared nine or ten years ago, and is due to his occupation as a Covent Garden porter. The lesion consists of a sharply demarcated area of baldness over the vertex, not unlike a monk's tonsure, from which the hair has been almost completely rubbed off, and in which the skin has become slightly lichenized, as a consequence of carrying weights on the head. As the condition bore a superficial resemblance to ringworm of the adult scalp this was excluded by microscopic examination of the hairs.
[The patient tells me that this form of traumatic alopecia is not uncommon among the porters at Covent Garden, and I have since seen another man from the Market with an exactly similar condition caused in the same manner.] Case of Leishmaniasis.
THIS patient is an Indian student, who has been in this country a year. Six months ago a small pimple developed on the ulnar side of his left hand and later a similar one on his left knee. These have increased in size until at the present time he has in each area a dull red infiltrated plaque 2 to 3 in. in diameter with a small central crust beneath which is an ulcer. A scraping taken by Dr. Goodhart from the ulcer on the hand shows Leishman-Donovan bodies in large numbers.
No protozoa were found in the blood, while the cell-count is as follows: Red blood-cells, 5,500,000 per c.mm.; haemoglobin, 90 per cent.,; colour index, 0'82, white blood-cells, 6,000; polymorphonuclear neutrophils, 43 per cent.; lymphocytes, 31 per cent.; large mononuclears, 8 per cent.; eosinophils, 17 * 5 per cent.; basophils, 0 5 per cent.
